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resolved to try the effect of an anthelmintic upon this patient. Accord- 
mgly, a dose of extr. filieis liq. was administered, which resulted in 
the expulsion of a complete tenia solium of fair size. There was a 
rapid disappearance of the symptoms almost immediately. The author 
believes that chorea, even in rheumatic subjects, may have its origin 
m causes other than the rheumatic toxin, and that the possible presence 
of tapeworm should always be borne in mind in those cases which are 
not amenable to the usual routine treatment. 


Enuresis in Children.— Percy Lewis (British Journal of Chil¬ 
drens Diseases, February, 1904) gives a plan of treatment for this 
troublesome condition, which he has successfully carried out in his 
practice. 

His observations show that most of the subjects of this complaint 
are children unhealthy in aspect, of irregular habit in regard to their 
diet, and Jiving mostly upon farinaceous and saccharine foods; that 
they are difficult to arouse from sleep, and even if taken up at night 
quickly relapse into a kiud of stupor upon being returned to bed. He 
has also noted that these children pass larger quantities of unne in a 
single night, which is of low specific gravity, of neutral or alkaline 
reaction, and with a deposit of triple phosphates or oxalates. He infers 
from the way in which the bed is ^deluged” that the bladder is not 
emptied until it is full, and that on account of the unirritating urine 
the call to the central nervous system is sufficient only to start the 
necessary reflex for emptying the bladder, but not enough to awaken 
the patient. ® 

This condition, he considers, is analogous to the polyuria of infants 
fed upon starchy foods, whose symptoms rapidly disappear under a 
proper change of diet. So in the older children, with both polyuria 
and enuresis, a marked improvement is noticed after the introduction 
of a rigid antidiabetic diet. As most of the cases are much depressed 
in health, a general tonic treatment is recommended at the same time. 
Without any other treatment he has observed rapid improvement, and 
finally cure in many cases, both in private and in hospital practice. 


influence of the Ingestion of Chloride of 8odium upon the Weight 
of Nurslings.— P Nobecourt and G. Vitry (Revue mensuelle des 
maladies del en ance, March, 1904, p. 120) have investigated the 
influence of chloride of sodium upon the weight of nurslings in 
ourteen cases m addition to the series of eight cases reported by them 
last year (Bull, de la Soc. de Pidiatrie, December, 1903). The amount 
of salt given was 0.25, 0.5, and 1 gram per day, which was admin¬ 
istered in one or two doses in a little boiled water before a nurs- 
mg. Comparison of the babies’ weight-change for periods of seven 
days with and without the addition of salt to the diet showed in general 
that increase in weight was greater during the weeks when they took 
sa!t than in the weeks without it. By comparing the increase in weight 
per 1000 gm. of body-weight, before and after the use of salt in the 
diet, they obtained a senes of 42 observations, in some of which the 
same infant figured several times. In this series there were 27 favor¬ 
able results and 15 unfavorable, though the latter all showed gains 
\ery little inferior to those of the period when salt was not taken. The 
ages of the infants varied from twelve days to four months, but the 
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good results were obtained without reference to the age at which the 
experiment was made. 

The results seemed to be particularly successful with babies weigh¬ 
ing less than 2 kgr., 500, for among 28 records 20 were favorable (71 
per cent.), while the total percentage of favorable results was 64. It 
therefore seems that with premature and poorly nourished infants 
the addition of salt is especially valuable—an observation which appears 
to accord with the results of Nobecourt and Lemaire (Bull, de la Soc. 
de Pidiatric, April, 1902), who found that the quantity of sodium chlo¬ 
ride in kgr. of body-weight excreted by premature infants was greater 
than with other infants. 

As to the effects of the different doses prescribed, all gave favorable 
results, but the smallest dose (0.25 gm.) gave 70 per cent, of successes, 
while 0.5 gm. gave 65 per cent., and 1 gm. only 58 per cent. These 
results are more striking if compared with the body-weight. In one class 
1 cgm. of salt was given for 100 gms. and above to 140 gms., while in 
the second class 1 cgm. for less man 100 gm. of body-weight. In the 
first class there was 77 per cent, of successful results in all the cases, 
and 100 per cent, for infants below 2 kgr., 500, while in the second 
class there was only 63 per cent., and with doses of 1 cgm. for less than 
50 gm. of weight it was 60 per cent. The larger doses sometimes gave 
rise to vomiting or diarrhoea. 

The explanation of this improvement under the addition of salt is 
difficult. Various theories have been advanced: improvement of diges¬ 
tion and stimulation of general nutrition; increase of hydrochloric acid 
in the gastric juice; facilitation of the absorption of albumin. The 
authors suggest that it may be due to retention of water in the tissues 
because of insufficient renal elimination. Experimental investigation 
of the total urinary output of very young infants for several days, how¬ 
ever, is practically impossible. Several observations of the blood in 
these cases, under the same conditions as to time, have shown no 
changes to indicate retention of water in the blood. 

They therefore conclude that additional salt is valuable in the 
dietary of infants weighing less than 2 kgr., 500, and of premature 
infants, and that an average dose of 0.25 gm. per day, or, more exactly, 
1 cgm. per 100 gm. of body-weight, is sufficient to give good results. 

An Early Case of Friedreich’s Ataxia.—At the February meeting 
of the Society for the Study of Diseases in Children (British Jour¬ 
nal of Children's Diseases, May, 1904, p. 104) Mr. Jackson Clarke 
showed a case of Friedreich’s ataxia in a boy aged four years. He 
had dropping of both feet, exaggerated knee-jerks, Babinski’s sign, 
and the parents had noticed some weakness of the left hand. An older 
brother, in whom the symptoms had begun at six years, had rigidity 
of the lower limbs and wasting of the muscles of the thumb. In the 
line of treatment in the early stages light instrumental guidance was 
advocated; later, tendon elongation and tenotomy, followed by mas¬ 
sage. 


Herpes Zoster Associated with Generalized Bullous Eruption from 
Prolonged A dminis tration of Arsenic -— James H. Sequeira (British 
Journal of Children's Diseases, April, 1904, p. 158) records a case of 
herpes zoster caused by prolonged administration of arsenic, which 



